CONSUMER MEDIA RELEASE

Young Australians with Pompe Disease now able to access
treatment via the Life Saving Drugs Program
®

MYOZYME (Alglucosidase Alfa), for treatment of Juvenile Late-Onset Pompe
Disease, available through the LSDP from 1 February 2015

17 February: 2015: For the first time, young Australians (aged 2-18 years) whose
lives are impacted by Late Onset Pompe Disease (LOPD) now have governmentfunded access to enzyme replacement therapy with Myozyme.
Myozyme is used to treat patients who have Pompe disease, a rare inherited
disorder. People with Pompe disease have low levels of an enzyme called alphaglucosidase. This enzyme helps the body control levels of glycogen (a type of
carbohydrate).
Glycogen provides the body with energy, but in Pompe disease the levels of
glycogen builds up in certain tissues, particularly the muscles, including the heart and
diaphragm (the main breathing muscle under the lungs). The progressive build-up of
glycogen causes a wide range of symptoms, including an enlarged heart, breathing
difficulties and muscle weakness. The disease can appear at birth (the ‘infantileonset’ form) but also later in life (the ‘late-onset’ form). Myozyme is an enzyme
replacement therapy intended to restore enzyme activity to a level which will remove
the accumulated glycogen and prevent further build-up of glycogen.
“This is a great outcome for young people with Pompe disease; access to treatment
will give them an opportunity to live a full and independent life. Genzyme would also
like to thank the Department of Health”, said Genzyme Managing Director, Andre
Turenne.
Genzyme look forward to working with the Department to extend access to therapy
for adults with LOPD.
About Genzyme, a Sanofi company
Genzyme has pioneered the development and delivery of transformative therapies for
patients affected by rare and debilitating diseases for over 30 years. We accomplish our
goals through world-class research and with the compassion and commitment of our
employees. With a focus on rare diseases and multiple sclerosis, we are dedicated to
making a positive impact on the lives of the patients and families we serve. That goal
guides and inspires us every day. Genzyme’s portfolio of transformative therapies, which
are marketed in countries around the world, represents groundbreaking and life-saving
advances in medicine. As a Sanofi company, Genzyme benefits from the reach and
resources of one of the world’s largest pharmaceutical companies, with a shared
commitment to improving the lives of patients.
About Sanofi
Sanofi, an integrated global healthcare leader, discovers, develops and distributes
therapeutic solutions focused on patients’ needs. Sanofi has core strengths in the field of
healthcare with seven growth platforms: diabetes solutions, human vaccines, innovative
drugs, consumer healthcare, emerging markets, animal health and the new Genzyme.
Sanofi is listed in Paris (EURONEXT: SAN) and in New York (NYSE: SNY).
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Sanofi Forward Looking Statements
This press release contains forward-looking statements as defined in the Private Securities Litigation
Reform Act of 1995, as amended. Forward-looking statements are statements that are not historical
facts. These statements include projections and estimates and their underlying assumptions, statements
regarding plans, objectives, intentions and expectations with respect to future financial results, events,
operations, services, product development and potential, and statements regarding future performance.
Forward-looking statements are generally identified by the words “expects”, “anticipates”, “believes”,
“intends”, “estimates”, “plans” and similar expressions. Although Sanofi’s management believes that the
expectations reflected in such forward-looking statements are reasonable, investors are cautioned that
forward-looking information and statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties, many of
which are difficult to predict and generally beyond the control of Sanofi, that could cause actual results
and developments to differ materially from those expressed in, or implied or projected by, the forwardlooking information and statements. These risks and uncertainties include among other things, the
uncertainties inherent in research and development, future clinical data and analysis, including post
marketing, decisions by regulatory authorities, such as the FDA or the EMA, regarding whether and
when to approve any drug, device or biological application that may be filed for any such product
candidates as well as their decisions regarding labeling and other matters that could affect the
availability or commercial potential of such products candidates, the absence of guarantee that the
products candidates if approved will be commercially successful, the future approval and commercial
success of therapeutic alternatives, the Group’s ability to benefit from external growth opportunities as
well as those discussed or identified in the public filings with the SEC and the AMF made by Sanofi,
including those listed under “Risk Factors” and “Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking
Statements” in Sanofi’s annual report on Form 20-F for the year ended December 31, 2013. Other than
as required by applicable law, Sanofi does not undertake any obligation to update or revise any forwardlooking information or statements.

Genzyme® is a registered trademark. All rights reserved.
MYOZYME® is a registered trademark. All rights reserved.
sanofi-aventis australia pty ltd trading as Genzyme ABN 31 008 058, 12-24 Talavera
Road, Macquarie Park, NSW 2113.
Please refer to the full Consumer Medicines Information that accompanies this media
release.
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For corporate enquiries, please contact Sanofi Australia & New Zealand:
Stephen Richardson, Communications Manager
TEL: +61 (0)2 8666 2503, stephen.richardson@sanofi.com
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